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order he was giving was aimed
only at those facilities ‘used in

‘thess hoslile operations” of the|,

‘attacks on U.S. vessels during
the previous three days.

i President Johnson did 'not)*

specify in hig address where
‘the American attacks were tak-

jng place, although additional i

details about his decisions were

to be provided in post-midnight| ?

yfficinl briefings.

The official news of the
}atest attack yesterday on U.S,
vessels off the North Viet-
Nam coast came at 6 p.m. in
a Defense Department an-

‘houncement calling it “a sec-| &

ond deliberate attack.”
+ Again it was repeated that

there were no American .cas-| i

ualties or damage. It was be-
lieved that at least two Com-
munist PT boats were sunk

and two others damaged, out| &
of slx or more attacking ves- 2

selq

c Yesterdays attack was| g

duuble the scale of the first
shooting encounter on Sun-
day in the Gulf of Tonkin, off
the North Viet-Nam coast.
This time, in a threc-hour
night battle, attack aircraft
from the American carriers
Ticonderoga  and Constella.
tion joined In beating off the
torpcdo boats. -

. The new assault added ma-
jor dimensions to what ap-

peared to be a whole new pat-|.

tern of boldness by the Com-
munists ' in ‘challenging “over-
whelming U.S. haval power in
the Pacific,

-On Sunday the United
States toolk the position that
{he first attack on the destroy-
er . Maddox, that reportedly
oceurred about 28 miles from
the Viet-Nam coast in inter-
_national waters, may have
been an ‘“isolated incident.”
The second attack was much
farther out in international
waters—65 miles—the Defense
Department said.

Lven before the second at-
tack came, the United States
warned North Viet-Nam yes-
terdny that it took an “ex-
tremely serious. view” of the
original attack on the Maddox,

In an unprecedented mes-
sage sent to North Viet-Nam,
with which the United States
has no diplomatic relations,
the State Department said that
“any further unprovoked of-
fensive military action against
U.S. forces” ¢ould have “grave
consequences.”

Shoot-to-Kill Ordeis

- Presldent Johnson on Mon-
day had glven the U.S. Navy
néw shoot-to-kill orders as a
Fesilt of the Sunday -atfack
on the Maddox. He ordered

_ the naval pairol in the Gulf
- of Tonkin doubled, and it was

.at the geographical location of

. {United States

United Press Inter nn.Llonll

l’xe<xdent Johnson is shown at the White House last night
s he announced new U.S. air action against North Viet-
namese gunboats and supporting facilities to curb hostile
attacks against U.S. Naval vessels.

the destroyer U.8.S. C. Turn-
er Joy that joined the Maddox
that was attacked with it yes-
terday.

The President also ordered
“a combat air patrol” éver the
destroyers. That order brought
to the scene the giant U.S.
aircraft carrier Constellation,
joining the carrier Ticonde-
roga which had helped beat
off Sunday's attack on the
Maddox.

EKarly yesterday, the Con-
stellation and three - other
American .warships, the
guided-missile frigate Gridley
and - the destroyers Preston
and Fechteler, steamed out of
Hong Kong harbor.’

The Dcfense Department’s
official announcement of the
second attack, issued at 6 p.m.
yesterday by Assistant Secre-
tary of Decfense. Arthur SyI
vester. said:

was made during darkness by
an undetermined number of
North Vietnamese PT Doats
on the USS Maddox and USS
€. Turner Joy while the two
destroyers were cruising in
company, on routine patrol in
the Tonkin Gulf in interna-
tional waters about 65 miles
{rom the necarest land.

! “The attack came at 10:30
;pam, loeal time (10:30 . am.,
(Aug, 4, Washington time).

i - “The. PT hoats were: taken
‘under fire by“the destroyers
and 'thereafter by attack, air-
craft from the Ticonderoga
and the Constellation,

“The aitackers were 'driven
off with no U.S. casualties, no
hits and no- damage to elthcr
destroyer.

. “It is belleved that at least
two of the PT hoats were sunk
and two others damaged.”
TFight in Bad Weather

Defense officials said that
during the threce hours of
battle there were some lulls
and new attacks. The weather
was deseribed as “miscrable,”
with rough seas, an 800-foot
ceiling and scattered thunder-
storms.

The first attack was de-
scribed as-having taken place

19 degrees, 10 minutes North,
and 107 degrees East, or some
30 to 40 miles south and a
little east of the first attack
on Sunday.

Officials denied reports that
_Lhere were Communist plancs
in'the air. They said that only
planes from the two aireraft
carriers were “in’ operation.
The Ticorideroga is a: World
War II 33,000-ton vessel. The
Constellation is a 60,000-ton-
ner, completed in 1961,

The PT boats were said to

“|some reports referred lo six.

“4 second deliberate attack y

tack, American officers do not
know exactly how many PT
boats were engaged, although

Most of the damage o the
PT boats probably was done
by destroyers, it was thought,
as the American jet pilots
could see little in the dark.

When officials were asked

boats were North Vietnamese,
they replied “We're satisfied”
that they were. Officials ex-
pressed similar conviction in
Sunday's attack, while declin:;
ing to disclose their precjse
method of identification, - =7

The -authoritative “Janes
Fighting Ships” 5ays Notth'
Viet-Nam . has. 16 ‘ Soviet-built
P4 torpedo boats. If thaf 1s
correct, they presumably have
lost at least one and possibly
more ‘on Sunday when threc
dttacked,
ycﬁ’mrﬂay .
ALlCr news

Ol Tne SeCONT
PT-boat attack in the Gulf of
‘Tonkin reverberated around
Washington, there was a rush
of polley eoiforences at thel
Stale Departnient, Pe‘ntagon
and White Iouse.

Then the
the greatest

President, fi\cmvg
iternational test!

in the National Security Coun-"
cil for a decision at 8:15 p.m.

This challenige for President
Johnson -emhraced: - a - broad
combination of International”
uncertainties over an anti-
Communist conflict where
more than 16,000 U.S. service-~
men are alrcady serving in
South Viet-Nam, .with several
thousand more on the way,

Next, the President called inf
the leaders of Congress to tell”
them of his decisions in a 80-
minute meeting,

President-Johnson met yes-:
terday in -a regular- meeting
with the National Security®
Council at noon.. He then had
a pre-scheduled Iunch . with
Secretary of State Dean Rusk,
Defense Secretary Robert Me-:
Namara and McGeorge Bundy,
the President’s special assist-
ant for national securlw af-
fairs.

Members of the Senate whot
met. with the Presidea: Iastf
night were Majority Leader.
Mike Mansficld (Mont.), Re-.
publican Lecader Everett M.
Dirksen (IIL), Senate Majority <
whip Ilubert H. Humphrey®
(Minn.), Forcecign Relations’
Commitiee Chairman J. Wil-
liam Fulbright (Ark.) and the
ranking Republican on that®
Committee Bourke B. Hicken-~
looper (Iowa), Armed Services™
Committee Chairman Richard’
B. Russell (Ga.) and that Com-+
mittee’s ranking Republican,.
Leverett Saltonstall - (Mass.),.
and Sen. Thomas IL Kuchel®
(R-CalilL.).

have fired torped C&ﬁ(é

edly, scoring no h1
of the darkncss, the bad
weathcr, and the swirling at-

ress
Robert J. McCloskey an-
nounced the expected protest

note sent to North Viei
over the attack on thé
dox on Sunday.

The note charged that coun-
try with ¥
United States’ rights to o
ate {reely on the high seas
“in accordance with the right§
guarantecd by
law to vessels of all nations,

ate” for its defense.
North

interference

internati

The note warned that {l
“will contil

Viet-Nam

South Viet-Nam,

“through
nels.”

The United States T

before has sent a diplomatic
note to North Viet-Namj, Of-
ficlals said it was hoped that
the message would be irans-
mitted by the Internaﬂonatl
Tef
* | Nam, composed of repre&onta-
tives of India, Canadd &nd

[ |Control. Commission in_
Poland. X
Questl_ons Raised

The

North Vietriamese,

ly trying to provoke the-
ed States into a direct ret,

tory attack on North Vief-
Nam? If so, what is the ot
vation, in view of the fact that
the Uni;ed States obvloyxs}y
can bring superior air and na-
val power to bear . agaimst

North Viet: -Nam?

how they knew the attacking!__

of his Administration, called

[)iF)

- should _ be|
“under no misapprehension”|
about the “grave consequenccs
which would inevitably result
: |from any further unprovoked!
offensive military action
against U.S. armed forces,”
McCloskey said the note was
sent to Saigon, the capital o
for irans:
mittal to Hanol, the capital of|
the North Viet-Nam “regime,”|
appropriate . chan-

great questions -con-
fronting United States polley-
makers ave these: Were fhe
perhaps
encouraged by their Chinese
Communist allies, deliberate-
Unit-

Approveg F@Ie@se@%&?[ﬂg{; CIA-RDP66B00403R000200160003-8

s ‘Air Action’ Against N. Viet-Nam

Had;

Is the objective to risk
an American attack on, say,
FHlanoi, the capital of North
Viet-Nam, In avder to ecens
ont the United States with
the choice of z\tt'(ekmg a city
bemg labeled “a paper ti-
t" as Peking charges n, is?

1 the United States and
e Soviet Union, whose
brand of “peaceful coexist-
ence” with the West is detest-
fed by Peking?

American officials who have
been debating these questions
since the first attack, now are
under much greater pressure
to ¢ome up with a conclusion
since the second attack ruled
out the “isolated -incident”
premise. Many. were con-
vinced from the outset, de-
spite the official policy line,
that the first attack indicated
the pattern that the second at-
tack proved.

Hanoi Accuses U.S.

Radio Hanol in its first com-
ment on- Sunday’s attack on
the USS Maddox said early to-
day that the incident occurred
in North Vietnamese terri-
torial waters.

“Out boats came into action
to protect our territorial
waters and.our people and to
thase the enemy ship out of
our waters,” the radio said.

“Tt accused the U.S. Seventh
Flect of aggressive action and
§ald the United States was at-
tempting to cover up its “ag-
gressfon” with a story of a so-
called unprovoked attack by
North Vietnamese hoats.

The broadcast contained a
arning that North Viet-Nam
would take the necessary steps

ja-

North Vie-Nam on Sun~.
day charged that the
United States and South Viot~~
Nam had sent warships *to|
shell the Hon Me and Hon
Ngu islands in the territorial
waters” of North Viet-Nam.
Those islands are near the
area where the Maddox was

t|attacked Sunday. Hon Me is

used as a naval base, American
sources said, and Communist
PT boats have been seen . in
the area.

The United States has de-
nied that any of its warships
shelled the islands of Hon Mej
and Ion Ngu. However, de-;
spite some reports published;
yesterday, the State Depart-
ment denial -did not equally;
exculpate South Viet-Nam, It
only denied American particl-}
pation. i
Speculation on Attack !

There are some indications,
however, that the South Viet-
namese may in fact have at-
tacked the two islands, Ameri-
can officials have deelined to
discuss  that, although ' U.S.
warships on occasion reported-|
ly have escorted South Viet-|
Nam vessls part-way to their|
targets.

On Monday, Sen. Rlchard
B. Russell (D-Ga.) chairman of
the Senate Armed Services
Committee, said 'there had
been South Vietnamese naval
activity in the Gulf of Ton-
kin. He did not specify the
action except to say that it
may have caused some “con-
fusion” on the part of North
Viet-Nam, leading to Sunday’s
attack on the Maddox.

U.S. officials, however, were
cxplicit on that point. They
said they had no reason to
believe Sunday’s attack was

In ease of further American
aggressive acts,

Communist China.
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There was no comment from |attack yesterday appeared to

the result of accident or con-
fusion in any way, The second

confirm that.



